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T is now above half a Century, 


| fince the French have been pub. 

liſhing a Collection of the Letters 
of their Miſionaries; from all the 
moſt diſtant Parts of the World. This 
Collection is already grown very vo- 
luminous. 


13 
Z 
7 
7 


Me or et ps 


| 
| 
i 
a 
| 
[ 


> 
A 
* % 
ab 4 
. . 


85 1 * 70 

2 * D 

1 . op 
— 3＋ZK 


OS 


* — |, © = 9 * „ " 
S% Ss $4 3 _— ” a J q 


- 
o * 
a > * E K N ‚ ö Ä 7 
* 
* 
\ F: 
4 45 A 4 * * 
- * 
* 
oF - 5 ® 
* * 8 * 4s Cty the oe 
4 * : — SING. W-. ö 
4 * 
7 
* 


en 


Ao 


* * 

6. 4 g „ R 

: f 8 . # 
„ 4s 4 — © + «oo 1 . 


* 


c 
* 
— 
% 
# 
E * % b * * 
* I 5 We £ * # — 5 EY 1 5 F 
1 FJ c * # * 
od $ ad * * 


xs 7 
8 
AR 
UN: 
"Fs £ 


1 . 
55 ua 7 
57. 2 


* 


T is nom above half a Century, 
ſince the French ave been pub- 
hiſhing a Collectiom of the Letters 
of their Miſſionaries; from all the 
moſt diſtant Parts of the World. This 
Collection is already grown Very vo- 
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1 The famous Pere du Halde | 
was the Perſon who had 5 4 | 
in making and publiſbing it. There 
were but Eight Volumes that Foy: ap- 
| peared before be undertook the Care 
of it, which was in the Tear 17511; 
and be carried it on, in Eighteen 
more, to the Year 1743: When the 
Death of that Father, and ſome other 
Incidents, occafion'd an Interruption 
of the Work, for about Six Years. It 
was reſum d in 1749, by F. Patouillet; 
who then publij 2 
The following is a Tranſlation of the 
Firſ Letter in that Volume; and . 
perhaps as curious, as _ one. in V 
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A Fronch Miſſionary in China. 
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—— Pekin; Nov. 1, 1743. 8 8 


T was with the greateſt 
Pleaſure that 1 received 
your Two laſt Letters; 
one of the 13th of Oe 5 
ber, and the other of the 2d of Wo- 
vember, 1 742. I communicated the 
8 ' _ very 
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„ LETTER 
very intereſting Account of the Af- 


fairs of Europe, which you gave me 
in them, to the reſt of our Miſſio- | 
naries; who join with me in our 
fincere Thanks. I thank you too 


in particular | for the Box full of 


| Works i in Straw, andiFlowers, which 


came very ſafe to me: but I beg of | 


you not to put yourſelf to any ſuch 


Expence for the future; for the Chi- 
ſe ot ry much Exceed the Europe- 


ans, in PE kinds of Works; and 
particularly, in their“ Artificial 


Flowers . 


* Theſe are chiefly made of F _ Blows, 
and form'd, ſo exactly like real F lowers, that one 


"is often apt to forget one's ſelf, and ſmell to them. 


The famous Signora Vannimano, at "Rome, (ſo 


o 


many of whoſe Works in this Kind are continually 
- brought H6me by our Gentlemen who travel to 


- that City,) at firſt learn'd her Art from ſome. 
= were ſent from China, by the . as 


à Prefent to the then Pope. 


Here is a Page or two omitted, as relating 
only to their prvace 4 Affairs. 
We 
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We came bither by the G. 
mand, or rather by the Permiſſion 


of the Emperor. An Officer was 


aſlign'd to conduct us; and they 


made us believe, that he would de- 
fray « our Expences: but the latter was 


only in Words, for in Effect the Ex- 
pence was almoſt wholly out of our 


_ own Pockets. Half of the Way we 


came by Water; and both eat, and 


lodgd in our Boats: and what ſeem'd 
odd enough to us, was; that, by the 


Rules of Good- breeding received 
among them, we were not allow'd 


ever to go aſhore, or even to look 


out of the Windows of our Cover d- 
boats to obſerve the Face of the 


Country, as we paſſed along. We 


made the latter Part of our Journey 


in a ſort of Cage, which they were 
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pleas d to call a Litter. In this too 


we were ſhut 1 up, all Day long; and 
at Night, carried into our Inns; (and 

very wretched Inns they are!) and 
thus we got to Pekin; with our 


Curioſity qu ite unſatisfy 5 and with 


ſeeing but very little more of the 
Country, than if one had been ſnut 
up all the while in one's own Cham- 


Indeed they ſay, that the Coun- 


try we paſled is but a bad Coun- 
try; and that, tho' the Journey. is 


near 2000 Miles, there is but little 
to be met with on. the Way that 
might deſerve much Attention ; not 


even any Monuments, or Buildings, 
except ſome Temples tor their Idols; 

and thoſe built of Wood, and but 
one * high: the chief Value and 


Beauty 


from C HINKE £2 
Beauty of which ſeem' d to conſiſt i in 
ſome bad Paintings, and very in- 


different Varniſh-works. Indeed any 
one that is juſt come from ſeeing the 
Buildings in France and Italy, is apt 
to have but little Taſte, or Atten- 
tion, for whatever he may meet 


with 1 in iche other Parts of the World. 


However I muſt except out of this 


| Rule, the Palace of the Emperor of 


Pekin, and his Pleaſure-houſes - for 


in them every thing is truly great 
and beautiful, both as to the Deſign 


and the Execution : and they ſtruck 
me the more, becauſe I had never 


ſeen any thing that bore any manner 


of Reſemblance to them, in any Part 


of the World * I had W in be- 


fore. 


I ſhould 5 


„ Arran 


I ſhould be very . if Þcould 
* ſuch a Deſcription of theſe, as 
would give you any juſt Idea of 
them; but that is almoſt impoſſible; 
becauſe there is nothing in the 
Whole, which has any Likeneſs to 
our manner of Building, or our Rules 
of Architecture. The only way to 
conceive what they are, is to ſee 
them: and if I can get any time, I 
am reſolved to draw ſome Parts of 
them as exactly as 1 can, and lend 


chem into Europe. 


| The Palace is, at al. as big as 
Dijon; which City I chuſe to name 
to 280 becauſe you are ſo well ac- 


A handſome City 4 in France) and the Capi- 
tal one, in the Province of Burgundy: between 
Three and Four Miles round. 


quainted 


. "P00 


Them CHINA 7 
quainted with it. This Palace con- 


fiſts of a great Number of different 


Pieces of Building; detach' d from 
one another, but diſpoſed with a 
great deal of Symmetry and: Beauty. 
They are ſeparated from one ano- 
ther by vaſt Courts, Plantations of 
Frees, and Flower-gardens. The 
principal Front of all theſe Build - 
ings ſhines with Gilding, \Varnifh- 
work, and Paintings; and the In- 
:fide is furniſh'd and adorn'd with 
all the moſt beautiful and valuable 
Things that could be got in China, 


the Indies, and even from Europe. 


As for the Pleaſure-houſes, they 
are really charming. They ſtand 


in a vaſt Compaſs of Ground. They 


have raiſed Hills, from 20 to 60 
Foot _ which form a great 
Number 


8 LFE 
Number of little Valleys between 
them. The Bottoms of theſe Valleys 
are water d with clear Streams; 
which run on till they join toge- 
ther, and form larger Pieces of Wa- 
ter and Lakes. They paſs. theſe 
Streams, Lakes, and Rivers, in beau- 
tiful and magnificent Boats. I have 
ſeen one, in particular, 78 Foot long, 
and 24 Foot broad; with a very 
handſome Houſe raiſed upon it. In 
each of theſe Valleys, there are Houſes 
about the Banks of the Water; very 
well diſpoſed: with their different 
Courts, open and cloſe Porticos, Par- 
terres, Gardens, and Caſcades: which, 
when view'd all together, have an 
6 Effect upon the Eye. 


They go FOE one of the Valleys 
to another, not by formal ſtrait 
Walks 


ron CHINA. In 


Walks as in Europe; but by vari- 


ous Turnings and Windings, adorn'd 


on the Sides with little Pavilions and 


charming Grottos : and each of theſe 


_ Valleys is diverfify'd from all the 
reſt, both by their manner of laying 


out the Ground, and in theStructure 
and Diſpofition of its Buildings. 


All the Rios and Hills are 
ſprinkled with Trees; and particu- 


larly with Flowering-trees, which 
are here very common. The Sides 
of the Canals, or leſſer Streams, are 
not faced, (as they are with us,) with 


ſmooth Stone, and in a ſtrait Line; 
but look rude and ruſtic, with dif- 


ferent Pieces of Rock, ſome of which 


jut out, and others recede inwards; 


and are placed with ſo much Art, 
that * would take it to be the 
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Work of Nature. In ſome Parts the 
Water is wide, in others narrow; 
here it ſerpentizes, and there ſpreads 
away, as if it was really pufh'd off 
by the Hills and Rocks. The Banks 


are ſprinkled with e ; Which 


riſe up even thro the Hollows in the 
Rock-work, as if they had been 
produced there naturally. They 
have a great Variety of them, for 
ey Seaſon of che Year, Aale 


Beyond theſe Gon 3 are — 85 


th Walks, or rather Paths, pav'd 
with ſmall Stones; which lead from 


one Valley to 5 Theſe Paths 


too are irregular; and ſometimes 
; wind along the Banks of the Water, 


and at others run out ee. from 


them, 


n 


* 
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On your Entrance into each Val- 


iy, you! ſee its Buildings before 


you: All the Front is a Colonnade, 
— Windows between the Pillars. 
The Wood- work is gilded, painted, 
and varniſh'd. The Roots too are Co- 


ver d with varniſh'd Tiles of different 


Colours; Red, Yellow, Blue, Green, 


and Purple: which by their proper 


Mixtures, and their manner of place- 
ing them, form an agreeable Variety 
of Compartiments and D Deſigns. Al- 


moſt all theſe Buildings are only one 


Story high; and their Floors are 
raiſed from Two to Eight Foot above 
the Ground. You go upto them, 
not by regular Stone Steps, but by a 


rough Sort of Rock-work; ; form'd 


as if there had been ſo many Steps 


| produced” there by Nature, 
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celain, and 


Flowers: and before ſome of theſe 


is A446) HE R 


The Inſide of the Apartments an- 
bo perfectly to their Magn ificence 
without. Beſide their being very 
well diſpoſed, the Furniture and 
Ornaments are very rich, and of an 
exquiſite Taſte. In the Courts, and 
Paſſages, you ſee Vaſes of Braſs, Por- 
Marble, fill'd with 


Houſes, inſtead of naked Statues, 
they have ſeveral of their Hierogly- 


phical Figures of Animals, and Urns 
with Perfumes burning in them, 


placed | upon Pedeſtals of Marble. 


| Every Valley, as T told you 
fore, has it's Pleaſure-houſe; ſmall 


indeed, in reſpect to the whole In- 
cloſure ; but yet. large enough to be 
capable of receiving the greateſt 


Noble- 


2 


frm CHINA. ' 13 
Nobleman in Europe, with all his 
Retinue. Several of theſe Houſes are 
built of Cedar; which they bring, 
with great Expence, at the Diſtance 


of 1 coo Miles from this Place. And 


now how many of theſe Palaces do 


you think there may be, in all the 


Valleys of the Incloſure? There are 
above 200 of them: without rec- 


koning as many other Houſes for 
the Eunuchs; for they are the Per- 
ſons who have the Care of each Pa- 
lace, and their Houſes are always 
juſt by them; generally, at no more 
than Five or Gix Foot Diſtance. Theſe 
Houſes of the Eunuchs are very 
| plain: and for that Reaſon are al- 
ways concealed, either by ſome Pro- 


jection of the Walls, or by the Inter- 


Area of ck artificial Hills. 


"Ones 
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Over the running Streams the 
are Bridges, at proper Diſtances, to 
make the more eaſy Communication 
from one Place to another. Theſe 
are moſt commonly either of Brick 
Or - Free-ſtone, and ſometimes '-of 
Wood; but are all raiſed high enough 
for the Boats to paſs conveniently un- 
der them. They are fenced with Bal- 
liſters finely wrought, and adorned 
with Works in Relievo ; but all of 
them varied from one Sloth; both 
in their Ornaments, and Defign. 


Do not imagine to yourſelf, that 
theſe Bridges run on, like ours, in 
ſtrait Lines: on the contrary, they 
generally wind about and ſerpentize 
to ſuch a Degree, that ſame of them, 
which, if they went on regularly, 
* would 


frm CHINA. 15 
would be no more than 30 or 40 
Foot long, turn fo often and ſo much 
as to make their whole: Length 100 
or 200 Foot. You ſee ſome of them 
which, (either in the Midſt, or at 
their Ends,) have little Pavilions for 
People to reſt themſelves in; ſup- 
ported ſometimes by Four, ſometimes 
by Eight, and ſometimes by Sixteen 
Columns. They are uſually on ſuch 
of the Bridges, as afford the moſt en- 
gaging Proſpects. At the Ends of other 
of the Bridges there are triumphal 
Arches, either of Wood, or white 
Marble; form'd in a very pretty 
Manner, but very different from any 
thing that I have ever. ſeen in 
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16 FL ET ER 
on to ſupply ſevera larger Pieces of 
Water, and Lakes. One of theſe | 
Lakes is very near Five Miles round; 
and they call it a Meer, or Sea. This . 
is one of the moſt beautiful Parts i in 
the whole Pleaſure- ground. On the 
Banks, are ſeveral Pieces of Building; 
ſeparated from each other by the 
*Rivulets, and artificial TRE above- 


{ 


mentioned. n 


But Wh is the moſt charm- 
ing Thing of all, is an Iſland or 
Rock in the Middle of this Sea; 
Tais'd, in a natural b un tat- 
ner, about Six Foot above the Sur- 
face of the Water. On this Rock 
there is a little Palace; which how- 
ever contains an hundred different 
Apartments. It has Four Fronts; 
and 3 is built with ine xpreſſible Beauty 

< and 


from CHINA 17 
and Taſte; the Sight of it ſtrikes one 
with Admiration. From it you have 


a View of all the Palaces, ſcattered at 


proper Diſtances round the Shores of 
this Sea; all the Hills, that ter- 
minate about it; all the Rivulets, 


which tend thither, either to diſ- 
charge their Waters into it, or to re- 
ceive them from it; all the Bridges, 


either at the Mouths or Ends of theſe 
Rivulets; all the Pavilions, and Tri- 


umphal Arches, that adorn any of 


theſe Bridges; and all the Groves, 


that are planted to ſeparate and ſcreen ' 


the different Palaces, and to prevent 


the Inhabitants of them from being 


overlooked by one another. 


The Banks of this charming Wa- 


ter are infinitely varied: there are no 


two Parts of it alike. Here you ſee 


3 Keys 


n 

Keys of ſmooth Stone : with Porti- 
coes, Walks, and Paths, running 
down to them from the Palaces that 
ſurround the Lake : there, others of 
Rock-work; that fall into Steps, con- 
trived with the greateſt Art that can 
be conceived : here, natural Ter- 
races with winding Steps at each End, 
to go up to the Palaces that are built 
upon them ; and above theſe, other 
Terraces, and other Palaces, that 
_ riſe higher and higher, and form a 
ſort of Amphitheatre. There again 
a Grove of .Flowering-trees preſents 
itſelf to your Eye; and a little far- 

| ther, you ſee a Spread of wild Fo- | 
reſt- trees, and ſuch as grow only on 
the moſt barren Mountains: then, 
perhaps, yaſt Tiniber-trees with their 
Under-wood ; then, Trees from all 
foreign 3 ; and then, ſome 


all 


from CHI N A. 19 
all Miri with Flowers, and 


others all laden with Fruits of dif- 
ferent Kind 8. 


＋ WR are allo on {oh Banks f 
this Lake, a great Number of Net- 
work-houſes, and Pavilions; half on 
the Land, and half running into the 
Lake, for all ſorts of Water-fowl: 
as farther on upon the Shore, you 
meet frequently with Menageries for 
different ſorts of Creatures; and even 
little Parks, for the Chace. But of 
all this fort of Things, the Chineſe 
are moſt particularly fond of a kind 
of Fiſh, the greater Part of which are 
of a Colour as brilliant as Gold; 
others, of a Silver Colour; and others 
of different Shades of Red, Green, 
Blue, Purple, and Black: and ſome, 
of all Sorts of Colours mixt together. 

Dz > There . 
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There are ſeveral Reſervoirs for theſe 
Sith, in all Parts of the Garden ; 
but the moſt conſiderable of them all 
is at this Lake. It takes up a very 


large Space; and is all ſurrounded 
with a Lattice-work of Braſs-wire : 


in which the Openings are ſo very 
fine and ſmall, as to prevent the Fiſh 
from W into the main Water rs. 


To let you ſhe the Beauty of this 


charming Spot in its greateſt Per- 
fection, I ſhould wiſh to have you 


tranſported hither when the Lake is 
all cover d with Boats; either gilt, or 
varniſh'd: as it is ſometimes, for taking 


the Air; ſometimes, for Fiſhing ; and 


ſometimes, for * Juſts, and Combats, 


* haveſeen of this ſort of Juſts upon the Wa- 
ter, in qur Parts of the World ; and particularly, 
at Lions in France. The Champions ſtand, as 
188 as they a are _ on the Prows of two Boats ; 


and 


hw Cc H INA. an 
and other Diverſions, upon the Wa- 
ter: but above all, on ſome fine Night, 
when the Fire-works are play d off 
there; at which time they have Illu- 
minations in all the Palaces, all the 
Boats, and almoſt on every Tree. The 
Chineſe exceed us extremely in their 
Fire-works: and I have never ſeen 
any thing of that Kind, either in 
France or Italy, that can bear any 
Compariſon with theirs, 


2 The Part in «hich the Emperor 
uſually reſides here, with the Em- 


with a Shield in their left Hands, and a blunted 
Spear in their Right. There is an equal Num- 
ber of Rowers in each of the Boats, who drive 
them on with a great deal of Impetuoſity. The 
two Combatants charge each other with their 
Spears: and often both, but almoſt always one 
or other of them, is dFiven backward on the 
Shock ; either down into his Boat, or (which of- 
ten happens) into the Water : which latter makes 


one of the n Parts 1 in this odd fort of Di- 
verſion, 


Preſs, 


. « 4 
- 
* 


2 
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preſs, his favourite Miſtreſſes, and 
the Eunuchs that attend them, is a 
vaſt Collection of Buildings, Courts: 
and Gardens; and looks itſelf like a 
City. Tis, at leaſt, as big as our 
City F of Dole. The greater Part of 
the other Palaces is only uſed for 


his walking; or to dine or ſup Ut: 
upon Occaſion. 


This Palace for the hat Re 
dence of the Emperor 18 juſt within 


the grand Gate of the Pleaſure- 
ground. Firſt are the Ante-cham- 


* The Original fays ; ; cles Koucifeys, les Es, 
<& les Pines, les  Kouci-gins, et les Tchangtſays ** 
and informs us in a Note, that theſe are ſo many 
different Titles of Honour, for the different 
Claſſes of ſuch of the Emperor's Miſtreſſes, as are 
moſt in his Favour. I did not think it worth 
While to ſet down all theſe hard Names in the 
Text ; and, perhaps, they might as well have : 
been eee even here. 

+ The ſecond way for * in the Franche 
Comte. © 


bers; ; 


. Cu 
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bers; then, the Halls for Audience: 
and then the Courts, and Gardens 


belonging to them. The Whole 


forms an Iſland; which is entirely 


ſurrounded by a Tar and deep Ca- 
nal. *Tis a ſort of Seraglio; in the 
different Apartments of which you 
ſee all the moſt beautiful things that 

can be imaginſd, as to Furniture, 


Ornaments, a Paintings, (I mean, 
of thoſe in the Chineſe Taſte ;) the 
moſt valuable Sorts of Wood; var- 
niſh'd Works, of China and 1 z 


antient Vaſes of Porcelain; Silks, 


and Cloth of Gold and Silver. They 
have there brought together, all that 
Art and good Taſte could add to the 
Riches of Nature. 1 


From this Palace of the Ra 
a Road, which i is almoſt ſtrait, leads 


X you 


24 21 LETTER Es 
you to a little Town in the Midſt of 
the whole Incloſure. Tis ſquare; 
and each Side is near a Mile long. 
It has Four Gates, anſwering the 
Four principal Points of the Com- 
paſs; with Towers, Walls, Para- 
pets, and Battlements. It has it's 
Streets, Squares, Temples, Exchan- 
ges, Markets, Shops, Tribunals, Pa- 
laces, and a Port for Veſſels. In one 
Word, every thing that is at Pekin 
in Large, is t there reprel ſented i in Mi- 
mature. 


vim will certainly aſk, for wine 
Uſe this City was intended I Is it that 
the Emperor may retreat to it as a 
Place of Safety, on any Revolt, or 
Revolution? It might indeed ſerve 
well enough for that Purpoſe; and 


t = at Thought had 4 Share in 
the 


oe Nh 


>] 
* 


F. C H 1 N A. 26 
che Mind of the Per on, who at firſt 
deſign d 'd it: but it's principal End 
Was to yo ocure _ Er Pero the 


erer i have a a Mind = tac 
fort of Diverſion. . 


The ee Fe Chant is too 157" 


a lave to his Grandeur ever to ſhew 


himſelf to his People, even when he 
goes out of his Palace. He too ſees 
nothing of the Town, which he paſſes 
thorough. All the Doors and Win- 
dows are ſhut up. They ſpread wide 
Pieces of Cloth every where, that no 
body may ſee him. Several Hours 


before he is to paſs through any 


A the People are forewarned of 
it; and if any ſhould be found there 


whült he — they would be 
** bandled 


VV 
| handled very ſeverely by his Guards. | 
= MWicheyer he goes into the Country, 
two Bodies of Horſe advance a good 
4 Way before him, on each Side of 
the Road; both for his Security, 
and to 5 the Way clear from all 
other Paſſengers. As the Emperors 
of China find themſelves obliged to 
live in this ſtrange ſort of Solitude, 
they have always endeavoured. to 
ſupply the Loſs of all public Diver- 
_ Hons, (which their high Station will 
not ſuffer them to partake,) by ſome 
other Means or Inventions, accord- 
ing to their different Taſtes and 
Fancics. e Wei 


; his Town therefore, n 1 
Two laſt Reigns, (for it Wa | 
"Emperor's Father who © a Oe it to 


be built,) has been appropriated for 


the 


ſhe HIN A. wn 
the en to act in it, at ſeveral 


times in the Vear, all the Commerce, 
Marketings, Arts, Trades, Buſtle, 
and Hurry, and even all the Rogue- 
ries, uſual in great Cities. At the 
appointed Dimes, each Funuch puts 


on the Dreſs of the Profeſſion or Part 


which i is aſſigned to him. One is a 
Shopkeeper, and another an Artiſan; ; 
this is an Officer; and that a com- 
mon Soldier: : one has a Wheel- bar- 
row given. him, to drive about the 
Streets; another, as a Porter, carries 
4 Baſket on his kliotders'?: In a 


word, every one has the diſtinguiſh- 


ing N ark of his Employment. The 
Veſſels arrive at the Port; the 
Shops are open'd ; and the Goods are 


expoſed. for Sale. There! is one Quar- 


ter for thoſe who {ell Silks, and an- 


other for thoſe who ſell Cloth; one 


Street for Porcelain, and ae 
E 2 for 


bo 
* 
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ſor Varniſh-works; Vou may be ſup- 
ply d with whatever you want. This 
Man fell Furniture of all ſorts; that, 
Wen nd Ornar 


Taverns, ah all Soon = 204 rn : 
beſide a Number of People that 
cry different Fruits about the Streets, 

and a great Variety of refreſhing Li- 
2 The Mercers, as vou pak 


: and preſs yo to buy ſome of cheir | 
Goods. Tis all a Place of Liberty 
and Licence; and you can ſcarce 
diſtinguiſh the ten himſelf, from 
the meaneſt of his Subjects. Every 
body bauls out what he has. to 
fell; ſome quarrel, others fight: and 
1 have all the Confuſion of a Fair 

| about 


| "a en 
about you. The public Officers come 
and arreſt the Quarrellers ; carry 
them before the Judges, in the Courts 


for Juſtice; the Cauſe is try d in 
form; the Offender condemn d to 


be . and the Sentence i is 


put in Execution: and that ſo ef- 


fectually, that the Diverſion of the 
Emperor ſometimes coſts the poor 
Actor a great deal of real Pain. : 


The Myſtery of Thieving i. is not 


8 in this general Repreſenta- 


tion. That noble Employ is aſſign d 


to a conſiderable Number of the 


clevereſt Eunuchs; who perform their 
Parts admirably well. If any one of 


them is caught in the Fact, he is 
brought to Shame; and condemn'd, 


(at leaſt they go through the Form ; 
of conde . s Hirn to be ſtigma· 
| 2 tiz d, 4 
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ks 3 


tiz d, baſt inado d, or baniſh” d; ac- | 


cording to the Heinouſneſs of the” 


Crime, and the Nature of the Theft. © 
they ſteal cleverly, they have the 


Lavgh on their side; they are ap- 


planded, and the Sufferet 3 is without 
Redreſs. However, at the End of 


the Fair, every ching of this Kind - 


reſtor d to hrs Zn Owner. 


This F: air, - fax I told you "hefore,) 
is kept only for the Entertainment ; 
of the Emperor, the "Empreſs, and 
his Miſtreſſes. Tis very i unuſual ſor 
any of the Princes, or Grandes, to 
be admitted to ſee it: and when any 
have that Favour, it is not till after 
the Women are all retired to their 
ſeveral Apartments. The Goods 


which are expos d and ſold here, be- 
| long b to the Merchants of 


Pekin; 1 


s LOO Ie. | d * * 


. 
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of the Eunuch s, to be fold in rea- 


ſo that the Bargains here are 


. Dom being all pretended ones. 


In particular, the Emperor himſelf 
always buys a great many things; 


and you may be ſure, they ask him 


enough for them. Several of the 


Ladies too make their Bargains; and 
px do ſome of the Eunuchs. All this 
cking, if there was nothing of 


| W g mixt with it, would want a 


great deal of that Earneſtneſs and 


Life, which now make the Buſtle the : 


more active, and the Diverſion it gives 


the rant 


T6 i Scene of Commerce, 
I IE ſucceeds A very different 


one; that of Agriculture. There 
is a Quarter, w within the ſame In- 


cloſure, 


"$2 LETTER 
cloſure, which is {et apart for this . 
Purpoſe. There you ſee Fields, 
Meadows, Farm-houſes, and little 
ſcatter d Cottages; with Oxen, 
Ploughs, and all the Neceſſaries for 
; Huſbandry. There they ſow Wheat, 
Rice, Pulſe, and all other ſorts of 
Grain. They make their Harveſt; 
and carry in the Produce of their 
Grounds. In a Word, they here 
imitate every thing chat is done in 
the Country; and in every thing 
expreſs a rural Simplicity, and all 
the plain Manners of a Country 
1 as nearly as they et can. 


- Doubtleſs you have read of he 
famous Feaſt in China, call'd The 
. Feaſt of the Lanthorns. It is always 
celebrated on the 1 5th Day of the 
firſt Month. There is no Chineſe ſo 


poor : 


n 33 


poor, but that upon this Day he 
lights up his Lanthorn. They have 
of them of all ſorts of Figures, Sizes, 
and Prices. On that Day, all China 
15 illuminated : but the fineſt Illumi- 
nations of all are in the Emperor 3 


Palaces; and particularly in theſe 


Ne which I have been 


deſcribing to you. There i is not a 


Chamber, Hall, or Portico, in them, 
which has not "TN of theſe Lan- 


thorns hanging ' from 7 the Cielings. 


There are ſeveral upon all the Rivu- 


lets, Rivers, and Lakes; made in 


the Shape of little Boats, which the 


Waters carry backward and forward. 


There are ſome upon all the Hills 


and Bridges, and almoſt upon all the 


Trees. Theſe are wrought mighty 


prettily, in the Shapes of different 
Fiſhes, Birds, and Beaſts; Vaſes, Fruits, 


Flowers ; and Boats of different Sorts 


F and 
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and „ Some are made of Silk ; 
ſome of Horn, Glaſs, Mother of Pearl, 
'and a thouſand other Materials. Some 
of them are painted; others em 
broider d; and of very different 
Prices. 1 have ſeen ſome of them 
| which could never have been made 
for a thouſand Crowns. It would 
be an endleſs thing, to endeavour to 
give you a particular Account of all 
their Forms, Materials, and Orna- 


+ ments. It is in theſe, and in the 


great Variety which the Chineſe 
ſhew in their Buildings, that I ad- 
mire the Fruitfulneſs of their Inven- 
tion; and am almoſt tempted to 
own, that we are quite poor and 
barren i in ne of them. 


Their Eyes are ſo be d to 


er own Architecture, that they 
o have 
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have very little Taſte for ours. May 
I tell you what they ſay when they 
. ſpeak of it, or when they are look- 
- ing over the Prints of ſome of our 
t moſt celebrated Buildings? The 
8 Height and T hickneſs of our Palaces 
= | amazes them. They look upon our 
] Streets, as ſo many Ways hollowed 
0 into terrible Mountains; and upon 
li our Houſes, as Rocks pointing up 
5 in the Air, and full of Holes like 
e || Dens of Bears and other wild Beaſts. 
2 Above all, our different Stories, piled 
- up ſo high one above another, ſeem 
- | quite intolerable to them: and they 
0 cannot conceive, how we can bear 
4 to run the Riſk of breaking our 

Necks, ſo commonly, in going upſuch 
a Number of Steps as is neceſſary to 
climb up to the Fourth and Fifth 
Floors. Undoubtedly, (laid the 
0 1 Em- 


36 ALETTER 


« Emperor Cang-by, whilſt he was 
“looking over ſome Plans of our 
European Houſes,) this Europe 
“ muſt be a very ſmall and pitiful 


1 Country; ; ſince the Inhabitants 


« cannot find Ground enough. to 


ſpread out their Towns, but are 


52 obliged to live up thus in the 
« Air.” As for us, we think other- _ 


wiſe; and have Reaſon to do ſo. 


However I muſt own to you, 
without pretending to decide which 


of the two ought to have the Pre- 
ference, that che Manner of Build- 


ing in this Country pleaſes me very 


much. Since my Reſidence in 
China, my Eyes and Taſte are grown 


a little Chineſe. And, between 


Friends, is not the Ducheſs of Bour- 
ben's Houle oppoſite to the Tuilleries, 27 


extreme- 


”Y 


a oa Moone 
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extremely pretty? Yet that is only of 
one Story, and a good deal in the 
Chineſe Manner. Every Country has 
it's Taſte and Cuſtoms. The Beauty 
of our Architecture cannot be diſ- 
puted: nothing is more Grand and 
Majeſtic. I own too, that our Hou- 
ſes are well diſpos d. We follow the 
Rules of Uniformity, and Symmetry, 
in all the Parts of them. There is 
nothing in them unmatch'd, or diſ- 
placed : every Part anſwers it's Op- 
polite; and there's an exact Agree- 
ment in the Whole. But then there — 
is this Symmetry, this beautiful Or- 3 
der and Diſpoſition, too in China ; : 


and particularly, in the Emperor's 
| Palace at Pekin, that I was ſpeaking 


of in the Beginning of this Letter. 
| The Palaces of the Princes and great | 
Men, the Courts of Juſtice, and the 

Houſes 4 
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Houſes of the better fort of People, 


are en in the > Taſte. 


. in Jr, Fe Sits yan i they 


rather chuſe * a beautiful Diſorder, 


and a wandering as far as poſſible 


from all the Rules of Art. They go 
entirely on this Principle, That 


“hat they are to repreſent there, 
« is a natural and wild View of the 
% Country; a rural Retirement, and 


60 not a P alace form” d according to all 


. The e of this Lettet Tm here to abe | 


form'd his Opinion, only from the Garden in 


 which'he was employ d; for this is not univer- 


_ fally the Caſe in the Pleaſure-houſes of the Em- 
peror of China. ] have lately ſeen ſome Prints 
of another of his Gardens, (brought from that 
Kingdom, and which will very foon be publifh'd 


bere, ) in which the Diſpoſition of the Ground, 


Water, and Plantations, is indeed quite irregu- 


lar; but the Houſes, Bridges, and Fences, are 
all of a regular Kind. Thoſe Prints will give 


the trueſt Idea, we can have, of the Chineſe Man- 
ner of laying out Pleaſure- grounds. 148 


| cc the | 


| 


ee A, 58 


the Rules of Art.” Agreeably to 
which, I have not yet obſers'd- any 
Two of che little Palaces in all the 


grand Incloſure, which are alike, tho 


ſome of them are placed at ſuch con- 
ſiderable Diſtances from one another. 
vou would think, that they were 


form'd upon the 14828 of ſo many 
different foreign Countries; or that 
they were all built at random, and 
made up of Parts not meant for one 
another. 
will be apt to imagine ſuch Works 


When you read this, you 


very ridiculous ; and that they muſt 


have a very bad Effect on the Eye: 
but was you to ſee them, you would 


find it quite otherwiſe; and would 


admite the Art, with which all this 
| Irregularity 3 is conducted. All is in 
- good Taſte ; and ſo managed, that 


it's Beauties appear gradually, one 


after 
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after another. To enjoy them as 
one ought, you ſhould view every 
Piece by itſelf; and you would find 
enough to 3 you for a long 
while, and to fatisf If all Fur S 
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Beſide, the . e 
(tho I have called them little, in 
1 Compariſon of the Whole, ) are very 
far from being inconſiderable Things. 
1I faw them building one in the ſame 
Incloſure, laſt Vear, for one of the 

Princes of the Blood; which coſt 
him near * Two 5 8 thouſand 
- Pounds : a without reckoning * 


1 ® (The Original fays, Soixante- 3 : and 

adds in a Note, that one Ouane is worth Ten 
thouſand Tals; and each Ta! is worth Seven 
Livres and a Half; ſo that Sixty Ouanes make ; 
Four Millions and a Half of Livres, ene * 
: Te to 1 96, 875 Pounds Sterling. 


thin g 
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thing for the Furniture and Orna- 
ments of the Inſide ; for they were 


a Preſent to him from the Emperor. 


J muſt add one Word more, in 
relation to the Variety which reigns 
in theſe Pleaſure-houſes. It is not 
only to be found in their Situations, 
Views, Diſpoſition, Sizes, Heights, 
and all the other general Points ; 


but alſo in their leſſer Parts, that go 


to the compoſing of them. Thus, for 


inſtance, there is no People in the 
| World who can ſhew ſuch a Variety 
of Shapes and Forms, in their Doors 
and Windows, as the Chineſe. They 
have ſome round, oval, ſquare, and 
in all Sorts of angled Figures; ſome, 


in the Shape of Fans; others in thoſe 
of Flowers, Vaſes, Birds, Beaſts, and 
1 85 :G. .- :‚r fi 
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. in ſhort, of all Forms, Whe⸗ 
ther regular or Rs; 


It is only here too, I believe, that 


one can ſee ſuch Portico's, as I am 


going to deſcribe to you. They ſerve 
to join ſuch Parts of the Buildings in 
the ſame Palace, as lie pretty wide 


from one another. Theſe are ſome- 


times raiſed on Columns only, on 


the Side toward the Houſe ; and 
have Openings, of different 8 
thorough the Walls on the other 


Side: and ſometimes have only 
Columns on both Sides; as in all ſuch 
as lead from any of the Palaces, to 


their open Pavilions for taking the 
freſh Air. But what is ſo ſingular in 


theſe Portico's or Colonnades is, that 
they ſeldom run on in ſtrait Lines ; 
but make an hundred Turns and 


2 Wind- 


fre © H INM 43. 
Windings : ſometimes by the Side 


of a Grove, at others behind a Rock, 
and at others again alopg the Banks 


of their Rivers or Lakes. Nothing 


can be conceiv'd more delightful : 


they have ſuch a — as is quite 
raviſhing and incha ing. 


You will certainly conclude from 
all I have told you, that this Plea- 
ſure- place muſt have coſt immenſe. 
Sums of Money ; : and indeed there is 
noPrince, but ſuch an one as is Maſter 
of ſo a State as the Emperor of 


China is, who could either afford fo 


prodigious an Expence, or accom- 
pliſn ſuch a Number of great Works 
in ſo little time: for all this was done 
in the Compaſs of Twenty Years. 
It was the Father of the preſent En- 


peror who began it; and his Son now 
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only adds Conveniences and Orna- 


ments to it, here and there. 


But there is nothing ſo "FI 


or incredible, in this: for beſides 
that the Buildings are moft com- 
*monly but of one Story, they em- 
ploy ſuch prodigious Numbers of 
Workmen, that every thing is car- 


ried on very faſt. Above half the 
Difficulty is over, when they have 
got their Materials upon the Spot. 


They fall immediately to diſpoſing 


them in Order; and in a few Months 
the Work is finiſh'd. They look al- 
moſt like thoſe fabulous Palaces, 
which are ſaid to be raiſed by In- 


chantment, all at once, in ſome 
beautiful Valley, or on the Brow of 


ſome Hill. 
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This whole Incloſure is called, 


ven- ming Yoen, The Garden of 
Gardens; or The Garden, by way 
of Eminence. It is not the only one 
that belongs to the Emperor; he 
has Three others, of the ſame Kind- 


but none of them ſo large, or ſo 
beautiful, as this. In one of theſe 


| lives the Empreſs his Mother, and all 
her Court, It was built by the pre- 


ſent Emperor's Grandfa 


by ; and is called Tc hang tchun yven, 


or The Garden of perpetual Spring. 
The Pleaſure-places of the Princes 


and Grandees are in Little, what 


N thoſe of the Em peror are in Great. 


8 8 began his Reign in 1660; bis Son, 
| Yongtching, ſucceeded him in 1722; and bis 
| Grandſon, 8 i 


Perhaps 
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Perhaps you will aſk me, Why 
all this long Deſcription ? Should 
« not I rather have drawn Plans of 
ce this | magnificent lace, and ſent 


ce them to you? To have done that, 


would have taken me up at leaſt 
Three Years; without touching up- 


on any on elſe: whereas I have 


not a Moment to ſpare; and am 
forced to borrow the Time in which 
I now write to you, from my Hours 
of Reſt. To which you may add, 
that for ſuch a Work, it would be 
neceſſary for me to have full Liberty 
of going into any Part of the Gar- 
dens whenever I pleas d, and to ſtay 
there as long as I pleas'd : which is 
quite impracticable here. *Tis very 
fortunate for me, that T had got the 
little Knowlege of Painting that 1 

| have: 


frm CHINA. 47 


have: fob without this, I ſhould have 
been in the ſame Caſe with ſeveral 
other Europeans, who have been here 
between Twenty and Thirty Years, 
without being able ever to ſet- their 


Feet on ny PL of this delightful 
Ground. . 


en is but one Man here; and 


| that i is the Emperor. All Pleaſures 
are made for him alonc. This 
charming Place is ſcarce ever ſeen by 


any hody but himſelf, his Women, 
and his Eunuchs. The Princes, and 


other chief Men of the Country, are 
rarely admitted any farther than the 


Audience- Chambers. Of all the 


Europeans that are here, none ever 
enter d this Incloſure, except the 


Clock-makers and Painters; whoſe 
Employment make it neceflary that 
they 
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Ti of ſhould be admitted every where. 
The Place uſually aſſign d us to 
paint in, is in one of thoſe little 
Palaces above- mentioned; where the 
; Emperor comes to ſee us week; al- | 


| moſt every Day: fo that we can 
never be abſent. We don't go out 


pl the Bounds of this Palace, unleſs 


what we are to paint cannot be 

brought to us; and in ſuch Caſes, 
they conduct us to the Place under a 

\ "FEA Guard of Eunuchs. We are 
5 1 5 to go quick, and without 
any Noiſe; and huddle and ſteal 
| along ſoftly, as if we were going 
upon ſome Piece of Miſchief. *Tis 
in this Manner that I haye gone 
through, and ſeen, all this beautiful 
Garden; and enter d into all the 
| Apartments. The Emperor uſually 
4 reſides here Ten Months in each 
s > . =. Yea. 
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You We are about Ten Miles from 
Pekin. All the Day, we are in the 
Gardens; ; and have a Table furniſh- _ 
ed for us by the Emperor: for the 
Nights, we have bought us a Houſe, 
near the Entrance to the Gardens. 


When the Emperor returns to Pekin, 
: we attend him; are lodg'd there 
i 


within his r and go every 
a Evening to the French Church 


aſl I think it is high time, both for 
re you and me, that I ſhould put an 
at End to this Letter; which has car- 
al ried me on to a Sreater Length, than 
ig 1 at firſt intended. I with it may 
's give you any Pleaſure; and ſhould 


Here follow 14 or 1; Pages in the Original 
which treat only of the Author's private Affairs, 
or of the Affairs of the Miſſion, without any thing 
relating to the Emperor's Garden; and are there- 
fore omitted * the Tranſlator. 
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